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From mainland Brunswick. discover

the charms of St Simons Island, Sea Island,

Jekyll Island, Little SL Simons Island.

All just minutes from 1-95 at Exits 6, 7 and 8.

Breathtaking beauty, rich history, warm hospitality,

Miles of sun-drenched beaches, 18% holes of goll, and great
accommaodations, Plus, superb mecting and convention facilities.

Come to Georgia's fabled Golden [sles. Send for our free family vacation
planning puide today, or call 1-800-933-COAST

. Brunswick &
'I‘he Golden‘Isles

G EORGIA

e
ekl Bslond = Little S0 Simons Island
51, Sdmvins Iska -.~.u~.r Lauwil

SRR AT T Rl el SEET R TS A

80 AUGUSTA

_rf:uaaxw:ﬁ%m Mri-‘?) Sy

information collected, the city will deter-
mine how many trees grow on the city
right of way, their type, species, age,
diameter, and condition. Blount believes
that the inventory is the first step toward
establishing a solid maintenance plan.

“For instance, if the city has a large
population of maples which were plant-
ed around the same time and which
have a life span of 100 years (a figure he
has pulled out of a hat), well then, we
would have to plant at least ten trees of
that species every year in order to make
sure we didn't look up one day and have
no maple trees because they'd all died
about the same time.”

Or the city could face a disaster such
as the Dutch Elm disease catastrophe
that wiped out the American Elms in the
East and Midwest in the early part of the
century, or the chesmut blight, which
killed off most of the North American
chestnut trees. These situations teach us
that we must diversify in order to save the
tree population, says Blount.

Augusta’s tree population is predom-

inantly oak, but there are also quite a
* few maples. Toward diversification, the

city has planted more of the exotic
species such as Japanese Pagoda on 10th

. Street, ginkgos, crape myrtles, and the

Chinese pistach. The Trees and Parks

: Department is careful to choose trees
. that are urban tolerant, but also consid-
- ers color and bloom.

“But people pretty much take trees

' for granted,” Blount says. "Most people

"\ don't realize that trees are hard working
. lifeforms that release oxygen so we can
. breathe better, They also clean the air
© by catching the pollutants carried by the
. wind. They're nature’s scrub brushes,”
- says Blount. “A city tree is a dirty tree.

“Whether people realize it or not,

. trees are a part of the city’s infrastructure.

If you were to picture Augusta, or any
other city...without trees or go to a street
that has trees, then to one without trees,
your reaction will show you that (with-
out trees) it wouldn't be a city where
businesses would want to come and set
up. It would be a city that would appear
to have tumed its back on the environ-

. mient, on aesthetics, on nature.”
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